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The  family  Bible   of  Allen  Gentry,    ^A^ith  whom  Abraham  Lincoln 
made  his  memorable  Flat-boat    trip  down  the   Ohio   c-.nd  Mississippi 
rivers. 

The   triTD  was    from   Rockport,    Indiana,    while  Lincoln  was    but   an 
ovi:>r-:2:roV'/n,    awkward   boy  from  the  hill    count  ly  around  Lincoln 
City,    which  was    in  after  years    named    in  his   honor.    It  v/as    to 
this   Allen   Gentry   that  Lincoln  made   the   statement   so   quoted    in 
histor^r  as    evidence   of  his    early   disfavor  of  slavery  as   practiced 
in   the   southern  States   of   the  Union;    "If   I    ever  get   a   chance   to 
hit   that    thing( slavery) ,    I'll   hit    it   and  hit    it   hard." 

Allen   Gentry   is    the  grandfather  of  Mrs.    Addie  Haines   Brown  who, 
with  her  husband,    S'rederick  Howard  Brown,    took  me   from  the 
Orphanage  at    Rockport,    Indiana,    on   St.    Valentines   day   in   the  year 
1900,    Mrs,    Brown   is   the  daughter  of  Mary  E.    Gentry  Haines   and 
¥illis   Haines.    Mary  E     Gentry,    as    the  accompaning   photographs 
of  the    records   contained   in   this   book   show,    was   a  daughter  of 
Allen  Gentry,    bom   the  27th  of  ITovember  I832,    This   Bible,    publish- 
ed by  Anson  ¥hipr)le,    Walpole,    IT.H.    in  the  year  l8l5,    is   at    oresent 
(March  1956)    the  property  of  the  above  mentioned  Mr.    Addie  Haines 
Brown,     residing  at    Rockport,    Indiana. 

While   it's   'oaoer  is   yellowing  with  age,    every  word   is    easily 
discerned.    Having   been  published   before  l857»    when   the  British 
Bible   Societj^,    by  vote,    excluded   them  from   the  canon,    this   Bible 
contains   all    of   the   books    of  the   Apocrypha   group.    It    contains 
also    the  ADDRESS  with  which  the   translators   presented  King   James 
of   Great   Britain  the  manuscript   of   the   so-called  King   James 
Version  of   the  Holy  Bible,    in   the  year  161I.    It's   leather  bind- 
ing  is    in  perfect    condition  after  121   years. 

V^*":   .;  \  ■; '■.,.  Signed, 

.    -.        •:.:..-•  Rev.    Ira  M.    Williams 
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V/e*  the  descendants  of  A  lion  Gentry  #  ree.ont  --tany  false  st-afco- 
merts  -nade  I'Y  Iiincoln  blovTapliars,  CDnoornin^:  a  flatboat  trip 
to  Nev^  "'rleons   frora  v-entry*s   .Landing  in  nock.^^ort,    Indiana. 

Abr^haii  Llncolii  went  as  oarsc'an  on  Allen  Gentry's  flatboat  in 
Doc ember  1820 a 

T]-)0y  left  from  Gentry »s   landing,,   \if*b6re   n  marker  novi/  st9,n.ds« 
ThroG  renerations  of  Hentrys   flabbaatod  froiir^.  this   spot, 

""■;■©  flatboat:^-  .ivere  btiilt  down  the  ri^er  abotat  one-lialf  a  :'-iile 
fro?!  the  landirin,    then  paddled  upsti*eum  to   che  Isiadirjf;-  \-ih&n  it 
was  tlrna  to  load  the  brjat  for   'r-he  soufchorn  trip. 

""•'leso  trips   wore  al¥/nys  made   in   the  lata  fall  or  earl?/  winter 
Pxftev  tho   Birimer'  crops  were  ^'-atbe^^ed,   brvgs  biJto^vored,    lard  rond- 
ersd  ifsnd  everything-'  was   ;-ack8d. 

irhon  in  Mew  orlea^is,   '"©atry  and  Lincoln  witnessed  a  slji'*e 
-nar^'ret,    and  Lincoln,    on  soelo-'':  a  slavs   aold  said   to   ':'«:'itr-j',    *'If 
I  over  ,-et  a  cha'-ic©  to  !)it  tiiat   tbing,    I'll  bit   it  hard", 

Allen  '"'entry  told  his  faiiily  of  tb-ia  reiiark  after  the  i^oturti 
fro-!5  "^'Jew  Orleans,    and  retol.,3   it  nany  ti-'os  di.;rin:;-;  his   lifetine. 

T*har©  aro  tb,e  true  factt;,  Diffepen-iB.  bio;;:Ta.;h9PS  say  th.at  r,.iriGOlri 
navGF  I'lade  such  s  ^rip  froTT?  nocb^^art,  Indianas  ot-aors  t--.at 
f^@ntry*s  landing  was  not  the  plac©  from  which  the  flatboat  left; 
otbers  say  Lincoln  never  -nade  the  remark  iiboiit  slavery;  soi'io  Siiy 
ho  -'lado  tlie  remark  on  ail  Illinois  flatboat  trip;  "ooyeral  vi'rlters 
say  tb,e  flatl'Oat  trirj  \v*-is  Mad©  in   A;--ril. 


bowls   nor^try,    grandBoii  of   .lllon  Hontry,    and  also  a  flat': oat  man 
{th.&  tbird  and   laot  of   bh©  f-eneration  to  naii©   the  flfitboat  trie's) 
oo.id   tb'tit    b^'io  '^©ntrya   alwayo  mado  tbeir  trips   in   the  fall   and 
early  v^-lator,   T!o   S'-'oko  of'bon  o>'  t'be  !'knv  Orleans   trip  fmich  hia 
I3randfa*:her  and  Lincoln  r^jado   in  lOSO,    and   told  bow  his  fatlser, 
Absolem  bentry,   related   t''ie  facts   of  the   trip  aad  I*incoln«s 
re -'ark  al^out  olevory,    as  told  to  hira  by  his  fatl^er,    Allen  '"eitry, 

-e,    tiie-Geatry-' descendants,    beard  all   tbose  facts   as^cbildrsn, 
from  otir  oare.nta,    fron  our  l)rotr.(.®r,   i5ncl©  and  cousin,   Lewis 
Hen  try,    and  bnov;  them  to  b-e  triia* 

Ve  are  in'.-erostod  in  tlvo  preaorvsjtion  of  the  ^'" entry* s  flatboat 
landing  sit  Kockport,    Indiana  as  a  nBtional  falatorical  l^ brine. 
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